
May 4, 2012 
 

 

“You may delay, but time will not.” 

— Benjamin Franklin 

 

Good Neighbor Award 

 

Know someone really deserving of a public pat-on-the-back? Give credit where credit is due by 

nominating someone you know for a Hazel Crest Good Neighbor Award. It’s easy to do. Simply 

complete a nominating form telling us who you want to recognize and why. You can nominate a 

village resident, employee or business operator who you think goes above and beyond to the 

point of deserving special recognition. Nominating forms are available at the Municipal Center 

and must be submitted no later than May 12, 2012. It doesn’t take much to recognize the hard 

work of others. They will really appreciate it and it will make you feel good too. 

 

Community Job Fair 

 

The Stonebridge Civic Association and the Illinois Department of Employment Security 

cordially invite you to attend a FREE job fair Thursday, June 7, 2012, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 

Mae Jemison School, 3450 W . 177
th

 St. in Hazel Crest. This event is for citizens who are 

unemployed or underemployed. The fair is being held to invigorate our community. There will 

be representatives to assist in “Youth Services” and “Ex-Offender Services” at the job fair as 

well.  

 

Illinois Premise Alert Program available to residents 

 

Residents with special needs or disabilities can now register for the Illinois Premise Alert 

Program by picking up an application form in the Municipal Center lobby, at the Police 

Department, or Fire Station #2.  A form can also be downloaded from the Village’s website at 

www.villageofhazelcrest.com. 

 

The program allows people with special needs or disabilities to provide information to police, 

fire, and EMS personnel that will be stored in a database maintained by the E-COM Dispatch 

Center for use in an emergency situation. This vital information can then be used by first 

responders dealing with situations or emergencies involving the special needs individuals. 

 

All information provided will be kept confidential. The information will automatically 

expire two (2) years after the date submitted, and residents must renew the form if they want the 

information retained in the database. 

 

Individuals must understand that the information provided to the Premise Alert Program will not 

result in any type of preferential treatment to the individual and that the Village, its police and 

fire departments, or any other responding agencies will not be held liable for duties relating to 

the reporting of special needs individuals. 

 

http://www.villageofhazelcrest.com/


For more information, call the Police Department at 335-9640, or the Fire Department at 335-

9630. 

 

Volunteer for PADS 

 

Many South Suburban PADS shelters for the homeless are still in serious need of volunteers for 

the second shift, from 10:45 p.m. to 3 a.m., and third shift, from 2:45 a.m. to 7 a.m. 

 

Please consider helping by volunteering to serve at a PADS shelter during one of these 

shifts. The commitment is only once a month now through April, and will allow PADS to keep 

shelters open and to serve hundreds of guests needing a safe, warm place to sleep.  Contact 

Dawn Thrasher, Community Resource Coordinator at 754-4357, Ext. 107. 

 

Temporary Mortgage Payment Assistance 

 

Struggling homeowners can apply online for temporary mortgage payment assistance through 

the Illinois Hardest Hit Program at www.illinoishardesthit.org. 

 

The Illinois Housing Development Authority has partnered with the U.S. Department of 

Treasury to offer mortgage assistance to households that are struggling with income loss due to 

unemployment or underemployment, but are working to regain sufficient income to keep their 

home. Borrowers may be currently experiencing an income loss, or experienced one in the past 

that caused them to get behind on their mortgage payments. 

 

Once the application process begins, the applicant will be assigned to a review agency that will 

assist the homeowner through the application process and help review a homeowner’s eligibility 

for the program. Applicants will not be asked to pay for any eligibility determination services 

related to the application. 

 

The Illinois Hardest Hit Program offers two types of assistance: 

 Reinstatement assistance to pay mortgage arrearages, fees, and penalties in full; and 

 Monthly mortgage payment assistance to pay 100 percent of the mortgage payment 

owned to the servicer for up to 18 months while the household makes monthly 

contribution payments to the Illinois Housing Development Authority during their 

enrollment in the program. Maximum assistance is $25,000, depending on location. 

 

Tell your neighbors to sign up for the Weekly Status & Information Report 

 

Spread the word about the Weekly Status & Information Report you are currently receiving.  Tell 

your neighbors they can sign up by simply emailing Administrative Secretary Sandra Alexander 

at salexander@villageofhazelcrest.com with their name and email address, and the report will 

automatically be sent to them every Friday. It’s a great way to stay informed about your 

community! 

 

Join the Centennial Facebook site 

 

http://www.illinoishardesthit.org/
mailto:salexander@villageofhazelcrest.com


The Village of Hazel Crest is celebrating the 100
th

 anniversary of its founding in 2012. Keep 

track of all the great events and activities being planned for the Centennial by logging on to the 

Village’s Facebook site. Simply log on to Facebook, then type in the words: “Hazel Crest 

Centennial.” It’s a great way to stay informed about all the exciting Centennial events we’re 

planning throughout 2012. 

 

Activities of the Director of Neighborhood Affairs for week ending 5/4/12 

 

 Received 12 phone calls from residents about problems and the solution to those 

problems. 

 Made and received 16 phone calls relating to business in the village. 

 On 2 separate occasions I removed 16 illegal signs from public property. 

 Wrote and delivered 4 letters to residents regarding neighbor problems. Hopefully the 

letters will resolve the problems. 

 Made 37 business visits. 31 of the visits were to inventory vacancies as new businesses 

are looking to move into the village and need locations. 

 Attended 5 meetings. 

 Made 25 home visits. Some of the problems encountered were due to cable companies 

expanding their coverage. 

 Selected 2 grants that the village will be pursuing. The grants will be relating to youth in 

the community. 

 

Patrol Activities 

 

Officers responded to 273 calls for service this week.  Officers responded to 18 alarm calls and 

18 of them were false alarms. 

 

Officers have written 43 parking tickets, 37 moving violations, 10 local ordinance violations, 1 

warrant, 5 misdemeanor arrests for this period of time. 

 

Police Training 
 

Officers Dale and Rollins attended DUI Detection and SFST Training Course at Plainfield PD. 

 

Investigations 

 

Detectives are investigating an attempted Armed Robbery and Aggravated Battery that occurred 

in Hazel Crest Proper. 

 

Damage to Property 

 

On April 29
th

 unknown person(s) damaged some window screens in the 17600 Block of Central 

Park. 

 

Residential Burglary 

 



On two consecutive days, April 30
th

 and May 1
st
, unknown persons forced open a back door and 

took electronic items from a house in the 17300 Block of Bryant. 

 

Armed Robbery/Aggravated Battery/Burglary 

 

ON May 1
st
, a man was confronted by two other men, in the 17000 block of Shea, after he had 

just won a sum of money on a lottery scratch off ticket.  One of the offenders shot the victim in 

the leg before taking his money.  The injuries were not life threatening.  During the time the 

victim was in the hospital there was a reported burglary at his residence in the same block during 

which a flat screen TV was taken.  This investigation is continuing. 

 

Residential Burglary 

 

Between April 23
rd

 and May 2
nd

, a burglary was reported in the 2800 block of 174
th

 

Street.  During this period of time the homeowner’s daughters were residing in the 

residence.  There also were several young men who used to reside there that were found to be in 

the residence without the owner’s permission.  There was no forced entry to the residence. This 

investigation is continuing. 

 

Residential Burglary 

 

On May 3
rd

 a burglary was reported in the 1700 block of 168
th

 Street. There were no signs of 

forced entry. An open window was discovered. A computer, CD player, and a men’s two piece 

yellow suit were taken. 

 

Inspectional Services Status & Information 

 

The following inspections were completed from 4-20-2012 to 5-3-2012 

Property maintenance 5 

Vacancy checks: 48 

Various permit inspections: 9 

Furnace inspections 7 

Plumbing roughs & finals: 21 

Point of sales: 13 

Rentals: 39 

Point of sale & Rental re-inspects: 26 

Total inspections:  168 

 

Thirty-eight (38) warning notices were issued. 

One (1) warning follow up. 

Nine (9) foreclosure status. 

May 2012 Housing Adjudication Hearing has been cancelled.  Housing Court will resume 

June 2, 2012. 

Thirty-one (31) service request complaints regarding property maintenance issues were also 

written up. 

 



Hazel Crest Fire, and Rescue Department 

 

The Fire Department activity per sub-division for the week of 4/27/12-5/04/12: 

 

LOCATION 

 

Appletree: 2 calls 

Carriage Hills: 1 call 

Chateaux: 2 calls 

Expressway I-80, Hazel Crest: 1 call 

Hazel Crest Proper: 9 calls 

Highlands: 3 calls 

Imperial: 1 call 

Mi-Jack: 1 call 

Palmer Lakes: 2 calls 

Pottawatomie Hills: 1 call 

Pacesetter: 1 call 

Twin Creeks: 2 calls 

Versailles: 4 calls 

Village West: 3 calls 

Waterford Estates: 5 calls                                

 

Total Incident Count: 38 
 

MUTUAL AID GIVEN (OUT OF TOWN) 

Homewood: 2 

 

Total Incident Count: 2 

 

MUTUAL AID RECEIVED 

 

Total Incident Count: 0 

 

Hazel Crest Fire, and Rescue Department 

 

FIRE 

Passenger vehicle fire:  4 

Building fire: 1  

Grass fire: 2 

 

RESCUE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE INCIDENT 

EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injuries: 26 

Motor vehicle accident with injuries: 2 

Rescue, EMS incident, other: 1 

Extrication of victim(s): 1 

Rescue or EMS standby: 1 



HAZARDOUS CONDITION (No Fire) 

Power line down: 1 

 

GOOD INTENT CALL 

Dispatched & cancelled en route: 1 

 

FALSE ALARM & FALSE CALL 

Alarm system activation, no fire: 1 

False alarm or false call, other: 1 

 

The following inspections were completed from 4/27/12-5/04/12: 

 

Regular Fire Inspections: 0 

Re-Inspections – Fire: 0 

Total Inspections: 0 

 

The Fire Department completed 18 hours of training from 4/27/12- 5/04/12. 

 

Brush Pick Up 

 

There is no brush pick up in May.  The next pick up days are in June. 

 

Please have the brush out in front by the curb no later than 7:30 am the Monday morning 

of your scheduled pickup.  Crews will make one pass and will not return to the area until 

the next pickup.   

 

The full brush pick up schedule is: 

 Area 1:                        June 4, August 6, October 1 

 Area 2:                        June 11, August 13, October 8 

 Area 3:                        June 18, August 20, October 15 

 

The brush pick up schedule is available in the lobby of the Municipal Center. 

If you would like more information regarding the brush pickup program, contact the Public 

Works Department at 335-9600 ext. 200.  

 

Yard Waste 

 

Homewood Disposal’s yard waste season begins April 1st and goes through November 

30th.  Yard waste carts are available for your convenience.  Another option for yard waste would 

be to purchase yard waste stickers and biodegradable brown bags that are specifically designed 

for yard waste.  Each bag must have a yard waste sticker affixed to it in order to be picked 

up.  Resident that need a yard waste container or have questions about this can contact 

Homewood Disposal at 708-798-1004. 

 

Please Note: All branches must be cut into 4 foot lengths.  Branches must be bundled, tied and 

have a yard waste sticker on them.  Branches can also be placed in a yard waste bag for 



pickup.  For those customers who have a yard waste cart, two bundles of branches are accepted 

without stickers. 

All yard waste bags need green yard waste stickers for pick up.  Any yard waste bag without a 

green sticker will not be picked up!!  Residents can purchase yard waste stickers at the 

following locations: 

 

Better Built Lumber 17350 Cicero Country Club Hills 

City of Country Club Hills 4200 W. Main, Country Club Hills  

Ebel’s Ace Hardware 18410 Governor’s Highway Homewood 

Five M Oil 2000 Ridge Rd., Homewood 

MJM Marathon 17500 Dixie Highway Homewood 

Pete’s Mobil 2138 W. 183rd, Homewood 

Super K-Mart 17550 Halsted Homewood 

Walgreen’s 18300 Governor’s Highway, Homewood 

Minuteman 18659 Halsted Glenwood 

Village of Flossmoor 2800 Flossmoor Rd., Flossmoor 

Village of Markham 16313 Kedzie Parkway, Markham 

Homewood Disposal Offices 1501 W. 175th Street Homewood 

 

Compost Facility Update 

 

The Compost facility is open for the season.  Hours of operation are: Wednesdays 8am to 4pm 

and Saturdays 10am to 4pm.  Please do not drop off yard waste that is in plastic bags.  You must 

have a valid village sticker to drop yard waste off at the compost facility.  The compost 

facility takes leaves, grass clippings and small brush cut down into smaller pieces, flower bed 

debris and things like that only.  The compost facility does not take plastic, building materials, 

wood, big branches, etc.   

 

Electronics Disposal 

 

By State Law, as of January 1, 2012, residents cannot put electronic devices out for pickup on 

garbage day.  Items such as televisions, computers, computer monitors and other computer 

accessories, VCRs, DVD players, etc. cannot be put out for the garbage.  To dispose of these 

items residents are asked to contact electronics stores (i.e. Best Buy) to see if they offer a 

program or visit http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling for a list of 

electronics collectors, recyclers, and refurbishers.   

 

Used Needle Disposal 

 

The Village’s Garbage Company, Homewood Disposal, has asked for residents’ support when it 

comes to the disposal of used needles.  Used needles can be disposed of several ways including: 

needle/syringe exchange programs, mail back services, at home needle destruction devices, and 

community drop off sites. 

 

More information can be obtained about these options from a pharmacist or doctor, the Centers 

for Disease Control website ( www.cdc.gov/needledisposal) for a list of needle disposal rules for 

http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling
http://www.cdc.gov/needledisposal


the State and a list of needle disposal programs nearby, by visiting www.earth911.com and going 

to the “Household Hazardous Waste” section and searching by zip code for a needle disposal 

program nearby, by checking the EPA’s Medical Waste website at 

www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm, or by contacting the North American Syringe Exchange 

Program at 253-272-4857 or www.nasen.org. 

 

For a list of mail back services for needles/syringes residents can contact the Coalition for Safe 

Community Needle Disposal at 800-643-1643 or their website at 

www.safeneedledisposal.org.  Please be sure to ask if the service is approved by the U.S. Postal 

Service. Also, residents can contact the Coalition for Safe Community Needle Disposal at 800-

643-1643 or their website at www.safeneedledisposal.org for a list of companies that make home 

needle destruction devices. 

 

If residents must dispose of needles in the regular garbage please: place the needles in rigid 

plastic container (plastic laundry detergent bottles or coffee cans), seal the lid with duct tape, 

label the container “Do Not Recycle”, and place the container in the garbage can.  DO NOT 

place the container in the recycling bin or yard waste container. 

 

Odd & Ends 

 

The Department of Public Works needs the help of Village residents in keeping the storm grates 

located in the curb in front or alongside of their homes clear of debris.  Although every effort is 

made to keep these grates clean, the spring and fall seasons present a challenge as the seeds and 

leaves fall just as quickly as the storm grates are cleaned.  There are thousands of these storm 

grates throughout the Village.  Keeping the storm grate closest to your house clear of debris will 

provide the best possible storm water drainage for your neighborhood which is particularly 

important in the event of a heavy rainfall. 

 

In the event of a sewer blockage or back-up, call the Village first.  During office hours residents 

can contact the Public Works Department at 335-9600 ext 200, or after office hours residents can 

contact the Police Department at 335-9640.  Residents are responsible for the proper care and 

maintenance of their service lines from the point where it leaves the house to where it connects 

to the Village sewer main.   

 

If you spot a water main break or a damaged fire hydrant, call the Village immediately at 335-

9600 ext. 200 during normal working hours, or 335-9640 (non-emergency police) after business 

hours. 

 

If a resident notices a traffic sign missing or wishes to report a pothole on any Village 

maintained street please contact the Public Works Department at 335-9600 ext 200 with the 

location. 

 

Residents can assist the Public Works Department by reporting malfunctioning 

streetlights.  Residents should call in with the streetlight’s location and if possible the streetlight 

number to 335-9600 ext. 200 with the information.  If it is after hours residents can leave the 

information on the voice mail. 

http://www.earth911.com/
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm
http://www.nasen.org/
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/


 
 


